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employ a professed Moollah or Maulvee, in
consideration of such persons being the most
righteous in their lives; for they make this
engagement a religious, as well as a civil
contract.

The day being fixed, the elders, male and
female, of the two families, invite their several
relatives, friends, and acquaintance to assemble,
according to their means and convenience for
entertaining visitors. The invitations are written
in the Persian character on red paper, describing
the particular event they are expected to
honour. During the week previous to Sar-
chuck, both families are busily engaged in
sending round to their several friends trays of
ready-cooked dinners. Rich and poor share
equally on these occasions; the reason assigned
for which is, that the persons' nuptials may
be registered in the minds of those who partake
of the food, who in the course of time, might
otherwise forget that they had ever heard of the
young couple's nuptials.

The mother of Bohue Begum actively em-
ployed the intervening time, in finishing her